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ALTERNATING PRESSURE PADS
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INTRODUCTION to ALTERNATING PRESSURE PADS

Alternating Pressure Pads are designed to automatically changs tha pressure points bensath a patient every two
and a half to four minutes. This is accomplished by alternataly filling and emptying adjacent.calls in the pad. Con-
stantly changing pressure greatly reduces the danger of decubitus ulcers of préssure sores by vaning the amount
of contact pressune againgt the skin, This allows for better blood fiow and improved tissus haalth

MAINTENANCE & INSPECTION

Thes caragiver should chack for tha fill and empty movement daily by placing his o her cpean hand on the pad for a
period of me long énough to allow the syatem weyels from full o empty.

Trer family o caregiver should also inspect the tubing from the pad to the pump 'daily. It should not ba twisted,
pinched or kinked, Particular attention should be gven to the ends of the tubes where they attach to the pad, This
area is usually hidden by the sheet and is the most likely location of restricted air fow,

An overall visual inspection of the pad should be made each time the bed linens are changed. If the pad is ever

ramoved from the bed for any reason, cangé should be sercsed to place it back on the bed with the proper side up.

Pads with @ "top” and "bottom” side will be marked "This Sida Up.®

Mo pins of any kind should be used in the Bedding

Hot objscts such a5 heating pads should not be placed on the altermating pressune pad.

Heated under-blankets should not be used with the alternating pressure pad systam.

Sclvents such as alcohol should not comE into contact with the surface of the pad. A mild detergent and

water should be usad for cleaning.

+  Caution must be exercised when providing bed care such as bathing the patient. 30 85 not 1o expose the
pump unit to accidantal apills: The pump unit should not be exposed to liquids or molsture from cpen win-
cows, aerosols of any other source.

+  The power cord should not be allowed to comea Into contact with hot surfaces such as a heat register, and it
should always be kept clear of the moving parts of the hospital bed,

«  If unusual notses are heard coming from the purmp umit. of if the pressure is not alternating properly.
pleasa discontinue uge and call our office immediately.

Customars who qualify for & Support Surface may also nead and gualify for a skin probection product of 3 combi-
nation cushion, Mary also may requing 3 Whealchair, a Hospital-style Bed and mattress, Cooyglen, Negative Pras-
sureWound tharapy, or other supplies and products which help with the activities of daily living,

Thege may include; Bedside Commoda Ostomy of Urclogical supplies
Enteral Nutrition Supplies Dishatic Suppliss
Protestive Bad Pads Patiant Lifts & Ramp Syatems

For more information about access to these products, please talk to our Representative,
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